



Domestic Violence 
The Safeguarding Children Board’s Domestic Violence Sub Group is tasked with progressing an action plan that focuses on improving services and outcomes for children in Wolverhampton that are affected by domestic violence. The group meets monthly.  Current membership of the group includes Wolverhampton Domestic Violence Forum, West Midlands Police, The Haven Wolverhampton, the Safeguarding Childrens Service, Social Care, Addiction Services, Public Health and Healthy Schools.  The sub group had been chaired by the local NSPCC manager who also attended the Safeguarding Children’s Board to report progress against the sub-group’s action plan.  The Domestic Violence Forum’s manager currently chairs the sub-group meetings.
In parallel, the Wolverhampton Domestic Violence Forum (WDVF) is tasked with developing and performance managing progress of the multi-agency domestic violence strategy for the city.  The Forum is a long-standing membership organisation of approximately 50 different agencies across the public, private and voluntary sectors in the city.  The strategy and work of the Forum encompass both the adult’s and children’s domestic violence agendae.  The DV Forum’s Executive Board meets bi-monthly to support the development and delivery of the city-wide strategy.  Executive membership includes the City Council’s Homelessness Service, Wolverhampton Homes, PCT Public Health, The Haven Wolverhampton, Soroptomists International, Aquarius, West Midlands Police, Probation Service, Her Majesty’s Court Service, the Safer Wolverhampton Partnership, Healthy Schools and WDVF.   WDVF’s Strategy Coordinator reports strategy and Local Area Agreement target progress to the Safer Wolverhampton Partnership Business Support Group, Local Criminal Justice Group and also project leads on performance management of Wolverhampton’s Specialist DV Court.
The effects of domestic violence on adults and children are highly inter-connected.  This results in an inevitable duplication of the work that the two groups are undertaking, such as the development of a co-located multi-agency DV team.  All of the actions for the Sub Group are included in the city wide multi-agency domestic violence strategy.  There is also an overlap and under-lap of the membership of the two groups.   
It is recommended that the LSCB supports an integration of these two domestic violence groups.  This could best be achieved by extending membership of the Wolverhampton DV Forum’s Executive Group to include key individuals from the Safeguarding Service, Children’s Social Care and Addiction Services.  It is also recommended that the DV Strategy Coordinator should sit on the Safeguarding Children’s Board in order to continue progress reporting against the city wide domestic violence strategy and specifically against the children’s agenda.
