EVERY CHILD MATTERS

A Response from Wolverhampton Domestic Violence Forum (WDVF)

Introduction

Wolverhampton Domestic Violence Forum is a Multi-agency Forum bringing together agencies from the statutory and voluntary sectors to address domestic violence in the City of Wolverhampton.  WDVF is integrated into the Crime and Disorder Reduction Partnership for the City as the lead organisation to co-ordinate the domestic violence priority area of the strategy.

Children and Domestic Violence in Wolverhampton

Some Facts and Figures

· In 38% of reported incidents of domestic violence, children are recorded as present.  This represents 902 incidents where children are present, West Midlands Police Statistics, Wolverhampton 2002-03.

· Children account for 52% of referrals for accommodation and support at the Haven Refuge, The Haven Wolverhampton 2001.

· The risk of child abuse is between two and three times higher in homes where adult partners assault eachother, Wolverhampton Social Services, ACPC 2002.

Children and Domestic Violence

Wolverhampton Domestic Violence Forum is concerned about the impact of domestic violence on children.  In May 2003, WDVF hosted a Children’s Seminar focussing on the impact of domestic violence on children and the service provision available in Wolverhampton.

The following key issues emerged from the Seminar:

Homelessness

Women and children are often the casualties of domestic violence and leave the family home together.  This means that not only do children leave their home, they may have to move schools, leave their friends and pets.  As detailed in the statistics, children represent 52% of referrals to the Local Women’s Refuge.

Child and Family Court Advice Service - Contact Orders

The development of a regional policy and guidelines to provide an effective service for children and families in family court proceedings.  This would involve the bringing together of a stakeholder group locally to oversee implementation of the guidelines.

Directory of Services and Referral Routes

Clear information about service providers and appropriate referral routes was highlighted by many professionals as needed to ensure that children receive the appropriate support and a seamless service between agencies.

Training for Frontline Workers

Many agencies stated that they themselves were ill-equipped to deal with some of the issues facing children and young people who have been living with domestic violence.  Training for all children’s services staff across the statutory and voluntary sectors was felt to be needed to ensure that we have a well informed workforce. 

Domestic Violence Prevention Education

Wolverhampton Domestic Violence Forum has been providing domestic violence prevention education in schools and youth settings for many years. The Forum views this as vitally important to a child’s emotional well being and development.  The programme enables children to recognise safe and unsafe situations and to develop personal networks for support in situations where they may feel unsafe.  The skills developed through this programme can support children in a number of unsafe situations including bullying and dealing with peer pressure.  The programme also enables young people in secondary schools and youth groups to explore their rights and responsibilities, myths and stereotypes around gender and domestic violence.  More recently, safe relationships programmes have been delivered to parents groups in the City and WDVF is developing staff training programmes in Social Services Family Centres.

Children’s Counselling Services

The Haven Wolverhampton has developed a counselling service for children of Haven clients in 2002.  This service is one of the first counselling services for children affected by living in domestic violence circumstances.  A review of counselling provision for children in Wolverhampton is currently taking place under the Children’s Fund. 

Information Sharing

Wolverhampton Crime and Disorder Reduction Partnership has drawn up an Information Sharing Protocol to assist with the reduction of crime in Wolverhampton.  This protocol has been signed up to by statutory partners represented on the CDRP to assist in the sharing of information to prevent or detect crime.

The Criminal Justice Support Services Co-ordinator in conjunction with agencies supporting and assisting victims through the Courts process has developed a referral form to provide support between agencies to victims of domestic violence.

In theory, agencies are supportive of sharing information regarding domestic violence with other organisations.  However, both voluntary and statutory agencies must be consulted to develop such protocols to enable appropriate information sharing for the benefit of victims and their children. 

For further information, please contact Sue Lindup, Wolverhampton Domestic Violence Forum on 01902 572345.

